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Yiu Leung is a disabled person with hearing impairment. When he was a boy, his dream was to be a cook. Despite tremendous
efforts, he could not get a job opportunity from any restaurants due to his disability and lack of relevant working experience. His mother
Mrs. Wong, "We were very discouraged at that time. Fortunately, the Hong Kong Society for the Deaf offered Yiu Leung an opportunity
to receive training in the Deaf Cafeteria." During the period, Yiu Leung learnt cooking skills and kitchen operation. Yiu Leung, "I still
remember the pleasant smell of the egg tarts that I first made. It's really a gratifying experience!" With the solid experience cumulated
in the Deaf Cafeteria, Yiu Leung is now working as a cook assistant in a first-class restaurant. Mrs. Wong, "I would like to express my
deepest gratitude to the Deaf Cafeteria. It could not only make Yiu Leung's dream come true, but also enhance his self-confidence and
enable him to be self-sufficient. I'm very pleased."
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Social Enterprise in Rehabilitation
Currently, there are about 80 social enterprises similar to the Deaf

Cafeteria in the rehabilitation field in Hong Kong. These social enterprises
take the form of business activities in pursuit of a social mission to provide
direct employment and training opportunities for people with disabilities
(PWDs). Through social enterprises, PWDs could develop their work potential
and become well-equipped for open employment. Business nature of these
social enterprises is much diversified. Apart from the catering service which
the Deaf Cafeteria belongs to, it also includes retail, tourism, floral design,
massage, cleaning, household maintenance services, etc.

With a view to enhancing the development of social enterprises, the
Social Welfare Department (SWD) launched the "Enhancing Employment
of People with Disabilities through Small Enterprise" Project in 2001. Through
the payment of grant as seed money to non-governmental organizations
(NGOs), the Project supports NGOs to set up social enterprises. As at today,
the Project has granted more than $20 million for supporting 20 NGOs to
operate around 40 businesses which has created about 360 job opportunities
for disabled persons.

Knowledge and skills in business management are crucial for the
success of the social enterprises. However, as most of the rehabilitation
NGOs operating social enterprises all along focus on providing training and
welfare services for PWDs and lack practical knowledge and experience in
business management, they always encounter difficulties in running their
businesses. Therefore, they hope that they could get professional advice
and guidance from business corporations in order to facilitate business
development, thereby creating more employment and training opportunities
for PWDs.
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"Corporate Partners" Volunteer Programme
To assist social enterprises in seeking support from professionals and

the business sector, the SWD now launches the "Corporate Partners"
Volunteer Programme. Business corporations with social mission are invited
to join the Programme and provide expert advice to our social enterprises
in the areas of business operation, marketing and promotion. Through the
Programme, business corporations can join hands with NGOs for enhancing
employment opportunities for PWDs. The spirit of partnership between
business sector and welfare sector can also be demonstrated.

Participation of the Programme is company-based and
corporations could arrange their staff and family members as
well as retired staff to serve as volunteers.

To promote the Programme and show appreciation for the
contributions of participating corporations, the progress and
activities of the Programme would be reported regularly in the
Social Welfare Department Homepage. Corporations with
enthusiastic participation would also be commended in various
promotional activities. Interested corporations are welcomed
to contact Mr. Simon LAU (tel: 2892 5561; email: srm4@swd.
gov.hk) or Miss Gertrude YUEN (tel: 2892 5135; email:
swarm3@swd.gov.hk) of Rehabilitation and Medical Social
Services Branch of the Social Welfare Department.
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